Pathologist-gastroenterologist interaction. The changing role of the pathologist.
The importance of interaction between clinicians and pathologists is examined in the setting of gastroenterology and gastrointestinal disease, and the importance of communication is emphasized. The endoscopist must provide the pathologist with information about the patient, including results of the gross examination, biopsy location, relevant clinical history, bowel preparation, and current medications. The pathologist must provide a reproducible and useful report that answers the clinical questions posed by the endoscopist. This consultation between the gastroenterologist and pathologist provides the framework for proper patient care.